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The Hate U Give
The Hate U Give is a novel by Angie Thomas. The book revolves around a sixteen-negro girl named Starr Carter. The story starts with Starr attending Big D’s Spring party with Kenya in their Garden Heights neighborhood.  Starr comes across her childhood friend named Khalil, who deals in drugs. Gun shoots interrupt the party while Starr and Khalil scamper towards Khalil’s car to escape the ordeal. They are stopped by the police, where Khalil is shot by police (Thomas 15). The death of Khalil hits national headlines, with some describing him as a thug while others describing him as a gangbanger or drug dealer. The killing leads to protests in the area. A segment of the police and drug lords try to intimidate Carter together with her family. Everyone wants to understand what took place during the party and the shooting of Khalil. Starr is the only reliable person who can give substantial answers to the question. Starr decides to keep it a secret, for it could endanger her life, her family, and the Black community; unlike when the court failed to indict officer 115, Starr volunteers to be a witness to ensure justice is served. The paper highlights book episodes in part one (when it happens) that relate to my experiences. They include commotions at a party, an encounter with the police, and nightmares.
Section one of part one describes how Starr and Kenya attended a party that ended in gunshots and people getting wounded.  As a teenager, one always has a higher affinity for music. We break out the crowd. Big D's house is packed wall-to-wall" (Thomas 7). The above quote describes the nature of concerts and other forms of parties experienced by varied people. I once attended a hip-hop concert that was “packed wall to wall” just like the Big D’s party. It was a thrilling party that gave me an opportunity to release stress after a hectic academic period. I was in the company of teens from my neighborhood.  Our enjoyment got disrupted when a fierce fight erupted as a result of my friend named John dancing too close to a certain girl chatting in low tones.  The boyfriend to the girl started a fight hitting John with a bottle. The party ended prematurely with the police's intervention, where everyone was ordered to go back home.  
Part two of the section narrates how Starr was advised by her father on the best ways to behave when you encounter the police. She was advised to keep calm and make her hands visible. “Don’t make any sudden moves” (Thomas 18). When Starr and Khalil were stopped by the police, Khalil made a sudden move prompting the police to shoot him. The episode resonates well with a time in my life when my tennis teammates and I were walking back home at around 9.00 pm when we were stopped by the local police. Three of my colleagues ran away, prompting the police to chase them down. Just like Starr played smart by going by the orders of the police, I stopped and raised my hands up as requested. After a brief search, I was allowed to go home. My friends were traced and got charged for disobedience while one of them was shot dead.
The event made me experience nightmares as to how I lost a colleague just because of disobeying the police. I sometimes reminiscent the stoppage and how my friends started jumping over fences with the police in hot pursuit. My nightmares articulate with the nightmares that Starr experienced in section three of part one. She says, “Nightmares wake me over and over again” (Thomas 22). The party that she attended and the shooting of Khalil still flash through her mind.
To conclude, the paper is about Starr Karter, a sixteen-year-old Black girl who lives with her parents in Garden Heights. Together with her friend Kenya, she attends a local party that ends prematurely due to a commotion from gunshots. Khalil and Starr escape using Khalil's car, where there are stopped, and Khalil is shot on accusations of dealing in drugs. When the court fails to indict the officer, Starr offers to be the witness to help her friend get justice. The episodes in the first part of the book resonate well with some of my life experiences. They include an encounter with the police, going to the party, and nightmares as a result of the shooting of my friend. 
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